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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

All previous 112 rejections have been overcome by the amendment submitted on 
12/8/06. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claim 1, 6, 8, 9, and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Dunne (5949529). 

Referring to claims 1 and 11, Dunne shows a handheld laser distance 
measuring device with a position sensor (column 6 lines 58-column 7 line 3), and the 
position sensor is connected with a signal transducer that emits a perceptible signal 
which depends on the special orientation (column 6 lines 58-column 7 line 3). Dunne 
also shows a signal transducer that is an optical signal transducer, an acoustic signal 
transducer, or a tactile signal transducer (column 6 lines 58-column 7 line 3). 

Referring to claim 6, Dunne shows an acoustic signal wherein the volume, pitch, 
frequency of recurrence and/or duration of which are a function of the special orientation 
(column 6 lines 20-35). 

Referring to claim 8, Dunne shows a position sensor that is a tilt sensor (column 
6 lines 58-column 7 line 3). 
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Referring to claim 9, Dunne shows that to trigger the signal transducer as a 
function of the spatial orientation, a control unit is provided which is connected with the 
position sensor on the input side and with the signal transducer on the output side 
(column 6 lines 58-column 7 line 3). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Dunne (5949529). 

Referring to claim 7, It would be obvious to use a tactile signal transducer 
because this is the other obvious sense to use if the senses of sight and hearing are 
occupied or if the users hearing and sight is impaired. Dunne teaches using an audible 
signal that varies in intensity and/or frequency or recurrence, which is a function of 
special orientation, and the mere introduction to this stimulus to another sense is 
obvious. 

Claims 3-5, 10, and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Dunne (5949529) in view of Heironimus (6037874). 

Referring to claims 3, 4, and 12, Dunne shows a handheld laser distance 
measuring device with a position sensor (column 6 lines 58-column 7 line 3), and the 
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position sensor is connected with a signal transducer that emits a perceptible signal 
which depends on the special orientation (column 6 lines 58-column 7 line 3). Dunne 
shows a signal transducer that is an optical signal transducer, an acoustic signal 
transducer, or a tactile signal transducer (column 6 lines 58-column 7 line 3). However 
Dunne dose not shows using an optical signal transducer. Dunne also teaches the 
signal transducer to be altered in frequency being equivilant in both an audible and 
visual signal as dictated by the position sensor (column 6 lines 58-column 7 line 3). 

Heironimus however does show using an optical signal transducer (column 7 line 
65-column 8 line 23). Heironimus also teaches changing the frequency of the blinking 
light with respect to a position sensor. It is inherent that the light will be in the visible 
wavelength range in order for the device to function. It would have been obvious to 
modify Dunne to use the optical signal transducer so the device can fit the needs of the 
hard of hearing. 

Referring to claim 5, Dunne shows an optical signal transducer that serves to 
measure distance (column 3 line 6-15). 

Referring to claim 10, using a comparator and threshold is well known for 
triggering any signal in a distance measuring device and adds no new or unexpected 
results. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 12/8/06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 
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The argument that the applicant made was that Dunne does not teach a position 
sensor. Position is defined as "A description of where something is located with respect 
to the surroundings" and the definition of a sensor is "a mechanical device sensitive to 
light, temperature, radiation level, or the like, that transmits a signal to a measuring or 
control instrument." Since a tilt sensor gives a description of where the user of the 
compass is with respect to the level of tilt that the user is encountering due to its 
surroundings and a tilt sensor is also a mechanical device that uses gravity to transmit a 
signal to the control instrument of Dunne, Dunne teaches the claimed invention. 

The applicant also argues that the tilt sensor and the acoustic signal transducer 
serve primarily to give information about the orientation of the compass module and 
therefor do not constitute a "laser distance measuring device, with a position sensor 
(22) for determining the spatial orientation of the distance measuring device". However 
as shown in figures 1-4, 6, and 7 the compass (Ref 14) is mechanically connected to 
the handheld laser distance measuring device and therefor give information of the 
handheld laser distance measuring device. Dunne does teach this sensor being part of 
the handheld laser distance measuring device and therefor does show a "laser distance 
measuring device, with a position sensor (22) for determining the spatial orientation of 
the distance measuring device" as claimed by the applicant in claim 1 and 11. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Luke D, Ratcliffe whose telephone number is 571-272- 
31 10, The examiner can normally be reached on 10:00-5:00 M-Sun. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas Tarcza can be reached on 571-272-6979. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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